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A New Era for Browerville: Gymnasium Project Reaches Completion

Browerville Public Schools is proud to announce the completion of its long-anticipated gymnasium and
entrance project, which is an investment rooted in community support and built to serve generations of
students and families. After months of steady progress and careful coordination, the new facility stands
ready to serve students, staff, and the wider Browerville area for years to come.

The project began following the partial collapse of the high school gymnasium roof on April 1, 2023, due
to heavy snow and ice accumulation. Structural engineers recommended a controlled demolition of the
entire structure to prevent further damage to surrounding areas. Recognizing the gym’s vital role in
student learning and community, district leaders and voters came together to move forward with a
rebuilding plan, supported by a successful referendum passed in November 2023.

“This project has been about more than just bricks and mortar. It’s an investment in the future of our
students, our school, and our community,” said Superintendent Scott Vedbraaten. “We’re incredibly
proud of the result and excited to begin using this space to support learning, athletics, and community
events.”

Designed with Purpose, Built to Last

Over the past year, the construction site has transformed into a modern, multi-functional space equipped
to support a wide range of programs. The gymnasium now features a hardwood floor installed with a
vented base system for improved durability and airflow, which entered its curing phase on September 22.
Once cured, gym bleacher installation began on September 22 and will take approximately seven working
days to complete. Above the main court, the upper-level walking track is now fully installed and finished
with durable vinyl base, offering a safe, year-round indoor walking space.

In the lower level, new locker rooms have been constructed to support both athletic programs and
physical education. These feature quartz and epoxy flooring, ADA-compliant fixtures, and student lockers,
designed for functionality and durability. Final installation of plumbing fixtures, partitions, and accessories
is expected to be completed by October 1.

Adjacent to the gym, quartz flooring in the concession and epoxy flooring in the backstage areas were
completed on September 22, and terrazzo installation in the gym lobby and corridors was also finished
during the week of September 22, with a final gloss coat applied. Final cleaning of the facility began on
September 24, preparing the space for public use.
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The performance stage has also taken shape with the partition wall now in place. Additional components,
including the orchestra shell and curtain system, are scheduled to arrive in early October, completing the
transformation of this space for concerts, plays, and assemblies.

Exterior Progress Nearing Completion

Outside the building, major site improvements are wrapped up. Exterior signage has been fully installed,
giving the school a refreshed and unified look. The main ADA-accessible parking lot and gym entrance will
be completed and ready for use by October 2.

The first layer of asphalt has been applied to 6™ and 7t Streets and the east student lot, with the new
south parking lot being paved this week. Sidewalks and stairs connecting to the east lot were also
completed last week, improving safety and access. Remaining storefront windows, entrance doors, and all
exterior plumbing and drainage work have also been completed.

Final Details Ahead of Grand Opening

With major construction now complete and only a few final components left to put in place, the
gymnasium is nearly ready for full use. While the District awaits full completion to welcome the public,
the space will be opening up for games and classes in the near future, marking an exciting new chapter
for students and staff.

Once all final details are finished, Browerville Public Schools will host a community Open House to
celebrate the completed facility and offer tours to families, residents, and supporters.

“We're getting down to the final details, and the District is looking forward to inviting the community in
to see the new space,” said Superintendent Vedbraaten. “There were some delays on the stage due to
shipping, but once everything is finished, we’'ll be excited to welcome everyone and show them what
their support and patience has made possible.”

For more information, please contact Superintendent Scott Vedbraaten at
svedbraaten@browerville.k12.mn.us or 320-594-2272.




